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A basic power chord can be played with only 2 strings.  They are usually 
played with either the 6th and 5th strings, or the 5th and 4th strings.  
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a) G Power Chord b) C Power Chord
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In example a) above, the G power chord takes its name from the G note  
played with the first finger on the 3rd fret of the 6th string. 
In example b), the C power chord takes its name from the C note played on 
the 3rd fret of the 5th string. 
 
Clearly to be able to play every power chord you need to know all the  
notes on the 5th and 6th strings of the guitar. 
 
All the natural notes (not sharpened or flattened) are shown overleaf  
going right up to the 17th fret. 



www.blissnz.co.nz       Steve Paull 2008           
 

Fretboard diagram showing notes on the 5th and 6th strings  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you have a metronome set it for around 80 bpm.  Now play every 6th 
string power chord starting from the 'f' right up to the a on the 17th fret. 
 play each power chord for 4 beats each.  Then do the same for every 5th  
string power chord. 
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